Energy Efficiency is Top

Datacentre Priority for IT

More than half of IT decision-makers have cited power efficiency
as their number one priority in the datacentre for the next three to
five years, according to a study of 250 IT executives.

The research by Computacenter revealed that efficiency mea-
sures in the datacentre have more than doubled in importance
over the last five years.

More than two-thirds of the respondents (71%) said that IT effi-
ciency within their datacentre is "very important”. This compared
with just 34% who rated efficiency as a top priority five years ago,
indicating a significant change in how companies perceive IT pri-
orities today, according to the IT services provider.

“With rising costs, organisations are doing their best to keep their
IT running but in the most efficient and economic way possible,”
says Neil Eke, director of datacentre solutions at Computacenter.
“While there are a number of ways to enhance efficiency — in-
cluding virtualisation and automation — many organisations are
focusing on power efficiency in particular.”

The research, conducted among 250 IT decision-makers at IP
Expo in October 2012, showed that only 5% of UK organisations
did not rate efficiency as important because of reasons such as
short-term expense and focus on other IT projects.

Renewable Energy also a Top Priority for Datacentre
Managers

According to the study, IT managers understood also rated using
alternative datacentre cooling and lighting resources such as
wind and solar power as among their top priorities for the coming
years (11% and 17% respectively).

Original research:
http://www.computacenter.com/news/downloads/2012/121205 p
ower%20efficient%20dc.pdf
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But as organisations optimise the
power usage effectiveness (PUE) of
their datacentres and make the most of
their existing energy consumption, the
use of alternative cooling resources will
rise too, Computacenter has said.
“Datacentres are often regarded as a
utility headache, with power costs rising
year-on-year,” Eke said.

“It is unsurprising that not only are or-
ganisations putting datacentre effi-
ciency to the top of their lists in the next
three to five years, but also starting to
consider alternative heating, lighting
and power sources, as well as other
options such as water cooling.”

Computacenter’s research echoes an
Ovum research conducted in Novem-
ber that enterprises will try to reduce
costs and improve the efficiency of their
datacentres in 2013 to reduce overall IT
costs.
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